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Dear Gary, 

It was one in the morning before I finished writing the letters and 
memos I felt I had to before going to bod* Then I reed the *lfton letters with 
yours of 1/7* Then I couldn’t sleep when Ig got in bed* The explanation requires 
that I get a too-eerly today in order to get the other things I’d planned done. 

Aa a geheral thing, I wonder what there is you can get from him that 
can be worth the converse? I believe you ere doing this in pert In the hope of 
helping me, because he has been running such a campaign against me* I am not 
at ell concerned about what he can do to me. There ia no way of preventing him 
from mating things up, no way of answering raony manufactures, and the truth 
will not hurt me,<for there is nothing wrong in any of it* £hen I was last in 
California, for the first time even I toot the initiative in celling him* I Aid 
this on haul’s recommendation* "buI was right. I did learn much from him and, 

I think, about him as o consequence* Among the things I learned is that knowing 
th *2 truth will not deter his dissemination of falsehood* $ith such a man there 
can be no genuine communication, regardless of the cause. I happen to think 
it is because he is sick. 

%en I ftst read his letter giving you his opinion of J effe and his anal- 
ysis of Jaffe and the "Farewell iinerica" film, I was impressed by hia astite- 

ness, at how close he really was. Then, as 1 thought of it, I realize he was 
playing games with you. ^his, too requires explanation, and because I think I 
should senci a copy of this to Paul, I’ll explain ttmt, without copies of pur 
letters (which 1 now would like a© font as you can send them), 1 can only sur- 
mise from hia that you engaged in a discussion of what Jsffe might have dine 
and that you opened the question. 

Now when I learned 0 certain thing I got in touch with Bay Marcus, 
whose intensity and ego had driven him to some entirely wrong conclusions 
about feta and his work. T believe you end Hed. reed that file when you were 
here, 1 know Eel did* Ray I h<Md three long, loag-di stance phone conversations 
Wednesday* He wea eo concerned after I phone him and we had a long talk that he 
called me back twice, Among the things * learned ia that, despite the concern 

Inhave expressed over the potential of this book end film and my asking the 

Lea Angeles people for all the knowledge they had* they held the $tost important 
single thing out olt me. What Dev« told you about the "ster chamber* at Maggieds 
actually happened, though not aa e star chamber, as he put it# Jaffa was willing* 
He taped whet he wanted and was allowed to leave off of tape what he didn't 
want on tape. It wss for a different reason. Earlier, he bad, indeed, told some- 
one who has been easily intimidated by Have and has gieven Dave things h© knew 
he should not, knowing Dave would use them against what wq all seek and against 
one of us, and knowing it had been given in trust* When another person told 
Hay or Maggie about this, they asked Steve to discuss it with them. In short, 
what I will tell you ha hen said three times in the presence of perhaps 0 held- 
dozen people. 

Showing Bay, if you do, and knowing that ho had cast me into hie limbo 
of the lost, swearing he’d talk to me no more, knowing his own intensity and 
sincerity, I think you will understand that to overcome this feeling, genuine 
if based on foolishness and error, he had to be convinced what I spoke to him 
about is important. He called rao b-.cfc t-d.ee, at hia expense, daytime. 

There was one plus in Lifton’s letter* ^e did come close to isolating 
the on© in tae group out there who hse be n breifing him on what goes on. I will 
pas? that along to Maggie (about his dispute with her he gave you an entirely 
distorted account). What he g ve you »?s conjecture, with enough error in it to 


ftake it seam like he wa 3 guessing, ira 3 not# for he knew. ¥du sea, I learned from 
Ray on Wednesday, one of the things he celled mo beck to tell me, that Joffe 
had said that he had given lamarre the Z film* Ahe# the morning I w as driving 
him and Lamarr* around# and knowing that they had the Z film in PA# I beg^n to 
really worry because I knew Jim had it from LIFE# As soon a* I could I asked 
£ou if it were poraible that they had gotten access to this copy. He assured 
me they could not* I know ho would not consciously lie t>o me* X have o very 
high opinion of ^ou, as you know. I ^Iso know he is h'imon and can be wrong* 2 o# 

I then and still regard it no possible that when he was out of town erg for 
other reasons it was necessary for others to h^ve acceaa to hia locked materials, 
it might have happened* 

There is no doubt about one thing* Jaffa s^id he did It* Tfeka it 
either way, he lied or ho did* Either way, with whet the film asys about ^haw 
end with Stove given film credits for nothing - and with his having Garrison 
credentials - you have tha basis for a possible mistrial. It is, perh&ps, worse 
If Jeffe lied. A* soon ae ^ learned that they had the Z film, with Lsraarre out 
of the eer, and for other reasons, 1 persuaded Jaffa it wso necessary for him 
to surrender his credentials, had agreed to before Vince created that de- 
plorable scene. 

As soon os I learned what Lay told me, I phoned louis. He said he 
considers it impossible. I do not, for x know that things l h«ve sent him got 
into im f s hands and j.rame lately and forever disappeared, cannot no to 
the boss* -^outa sold lira never asked for this. I discussed this* with Moon about 
midnight* ** is of th4 some opinion* Aloo that it is worse if J lied* Remember, 
big Mr* Bigwouth announced to the florid that he had had an a exchange with 
this so-called friendly country's intelligence (which happenes to be & federal 
c*ime)* Can you imagine what Shaw 1 3 lawyers might be able to do with this- tho 
major sensation even an unsuccessful effort would cause V 

So far os I am concerned, Lifton'a intentions are not meaningful# 

Shot he does Is* His Thornley affiliation end dedication raskes him, to me, part 
of the other side* I regard it as hazardous to toll him anything you do not 
consider it to our advantage for him to know. Because he is bright# the hazard 
is greeter. If he we* not putting you on in tho letters, you alerted him to 
that of which he had no previous knowledge * I regard this as a serious mistake 
in judgement on your part, end it makes mo worry about some of the things I 
have shared with you thet I wont ko one to know except a few on our side I do 
trust* Fhile# generally, there is little I will not put inxletters or on the 
phone, on this there ere senate thing© the other side does not know I know# 

If the La mar re effort was not staged by the other aide for entrapment end other 
purposes, it now makes no difference, for it now con still bo uued for this* You 
novf see. my concern about whet 1 regprd as your indiscretion* I era confident 
Lifton will be telling them if he has not already* I am deeply concerned about 
this entire matter and have been cutting much time in on it when there ere otfc* r 
things must do end <b not have time for* 

As I writ* this# although I inteded writing Maggie anyway, I think 1* 11 
sand her a copy of this# too* I feel we must assume we will havo to face motions 
for a mi atrial# that this is one of those possible# particularly if it is not 
used today in the arguments for e change of venue which I am convinced the other 
aide does not really want* There ie no advantage to their getting a rednecked 
anti-Garrison judge in the sticks where they will get # jury that will not hove 
to leave the box to hang a homo, ^his is wh*t they will get in rural La* 
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% apologies for the tor— pale ribbon* x have baen delaying changing 
it because a new one will dry out while I cm gone. But I will before Iwrite you 
again* “bile I am. doing others things after sho awakens 1*11 have HI change 
this* ^y fingers ere too large for the apace in this old machine* It is awkward 
for me* hence I do not do it now* 1 cannot, and then l f d not bo able 

to typo, ^his reminds ms, ii*0. has apparently changed its mind ybout my get- 
ting down there before the trial* l"he went their entire case put together 

first, which is good, davo thot perhupa by then there will not be enough time 

for mo to devils-advocate all of it f to catch all the possible error or pit- 
falls* Also, Bud instate I be here for the pictures and X-reys argument in 
court in Washington, which is scheduled for l/V?< Knowing they had wanted me 
down there even before now (and knowing it is not possible for me to catch ell 
the possible troubles anyway), 1 hcd planra d on the tentative date we had set 
when I was there, 1/lS* 1 got my ticket yesterday (without paying for it-I hove 
a wonderful travel agent:), and now 1*11 hare to change it* There are some bene- 
fits to the delay. And, frankly, I do not look forward to this trip. There is 
so much I wont to do, so many other thingB * i ^nt to weeks over, and 

x do want to put the finishing touches on the two written books. Anyway, as 
of this minute, my travel plena ere in the oir* 1*11 keep you posted* Bud is 

eonvincead they ere using the wrong legsl approach. I hope he is right, for 

i believe the choice between their winning and losing, based on what I know of 
the fact, makes a loss more of cm advantage# However, I sent a memo on including 
the autopay notes, which were not destroyed, &s X have proved, and too told mo 
they look with favor on this* Thors m are on solid ground, and Wills it will 
seriously damage the great cost x hew in POST KDFTBf* 1 feel it will also be a 
great plus, generally* *ou with the notes and the doctor on the stand 

testifying to them, there is less hazard in misrepresentation, less chance of 
it, for he will hev© to worry about perjury* 

Ayneaworth and Gurvich seem to have a list of the probable witnesses 
and to be going around interviewing them before the office sees them* There are 
a number of obvious possibilities about the source* It has to be from tte inside* 

Until I got your letter I had hoped to b$ in « position, by trial time, 
to have their use of Lamarrs ogreet boomerang for them, something with «hich we 
could really clobber them. I sm not not confidant* Perhaps this makes no dif- 
ference. I do not hide my concern over whnt I regard os your error* I think you 
should knowk off your attempt at a dialogue with Lifton if you cannot restrict 
it entirely to the innocuous* in this esse, 1 duggeat that you simply tell Mm 
you consider it Impossible from what you have been told* (Vince, who is to aqpsr 
paranoid about agents, m sde n real boner to confirm to ^ifton that <*im hod the 
film physically in his position* Then Lifton did not. spend the money to phono 
you and did to phone Vince, do you see the possible significance?) Tell him the 
truth, that louia has hsd this and other key or secret things entirely and 
exclusively under his control, and you con. soy it is one of the things I wonted 
to satisfy myself about end did* I think there is no harm in telling him that 
as aoon as I heard L hod the Z film in his I checked on this end wea assured it 
had never been out of Louis's custody, Lifton certainly kiowe better than to 
suggest Jeffe could havo had It long enough to take it to Europe - or that Jim 
voul&k-heve dared risking it through customs incr-setion end interception. 

P,EASE be moro coreful. Must get to othor things* 

Sincerely, 


ti^rnld ' *» 1 


